7.22 Point of Care Testing (POCT)
1. Define POCT and describe what POCT takes place within the Trust and where
2. List some of the pros and cons of POCT and how these may impact on the POCT service and / or the patient pathway

3. What pre - analytical factors may affect samples used in POCT and what impact may these have on results
4. Describe the principles of the methods used in the following POC tests / equipment and what limitations these methods may have e.g. interferences, measuring range, pre-existing illness or conditions etc

· Glucose meter and test strips

· Pregnancy testing

· Blood gas analysis including ISE, metabolites and co-oximetry 

· Hb testing using the HemoCue 201+ analyser

· INR testing using the Roche CoaguChek

5. Describe how connectivity and IT can be of benefit in the management of POCT devices and operators.

6. Internal quality control is out of range on an unconnected blood glucose meter. What advice would you give the ward user regarding this problem?

7. Look at the WEQAS EQA report for blood gas distribution P236 for ward 4 and Critical Care 1. What does the report show us about the performance of each analyser.

8. What guidelines are policies are there available (both internal to the Trust and external) for POCT 

9. Outline the principles of governance of POCT within the Trust as detailed in the POCT Policy (C26) e.g. training, passwords, result recording, procurement of devices etc.

10. The Trust has recently started providing Lumira analysers for POCT Covid-19 diagnosis. What impact has this had on the service the Trust is able to provide to patients?
